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What  Will Be Discussed?

• Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
(MDA) Waste Pesticide Collection Program 
Overview 

• MN County Partnerships Explained
• Program Challenges
• Program Successes 



• 1989 to 2008 – budget short falls.  No dedicated funding.  Program costs exceeded 
expenditures.  Very limited MDA funding was available

• MN Counties liked program and were concerned about having the burden of 
program costs shift to them. 

• Legislature ordered a task force look into best way to deal with waste pesticide 
collection.

• Task force determined that all waste pesticide (household and agricultural) should 
be MDA’s responsibility along with other cost aspects.  

• Legislature provided funding mechanism via pesticide registration fees for 
DEDICATED fund.   

Program Overview



Calendar Year 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

MDA Event 
Pounds

316 71,884 0 20,261 0 19,869

Cooperative 
Agreement 

Pounds
360,738 452,025 477,804 505,894 500,770 523,992

Total Pounds 361,054 523,909 477,804 526,155 500,770 543,861

Annual Waste Pesticide Volumes Totals:  
2013 to 2018



Waste Pesticide Collection Volumes from 1990 to 2018
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Cooperative Agreement OPTIONS

1.Collect both Ag and 
Household pesticides 
(green)

2.Collect only Household 
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Waste Pesticide Collection 
Cooperative Agreements

Collect Both Farm and Household Pesticides (73)

Collect Only Household Pesticides (13)

CARVER

DAKOTA

  

       



Signed Agreements for HH and Agricultural (Ag) Waste Pesticides: pays for 
Reasonable Overhead Costs (.25 per pound); Advertising and Disposal 
(includes transportation and supplies)
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Per MS 16B.065 and MN Rules:

• es

Per MS 16B.065 and MN Rules: 

• MDA pays for Reasonable Overhead Costs (.25 per pound) 
• Advertising 
• Waste Pesticide (WP) disposal costs 
• May charge for over 300 pounds 
• Provides collections every other year for unsigned counties 



 Funded by pesticide registrant product surcharge - $50 - WPS 
labeled/ agricultural pesticides; $125 – household pesticides (ready 
to use).  $1,000,000 per year

 Cooperative Agreement with county Household Hazardous Waste 
programs.  

 100% of counties agree to collect household pesticides; all but 13 
counties collect agricultural/business waste pesticides.

 Collected over 7 million pounds of waste pesticide since 1990 –
agricultural and household pesticides

 Outreach – Email Alert, meet with County Solid Waste Officers, 
MPCA, Annual Report

 Recent Significant Issues:  1) Spending exceeded revenue resulting 
in increased fees.   2) Unaccepted wastes collected at facilities.  
Reviewing ways to cost recover; limit amts.

Waste Pesticide Collection Program
Minnesota Rules Parts 1509

Minnesota Statutes Chapter 18B, 
18D



Waste Pesticide Volumes Increase Yearly
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• Composition of Pesticide Wastes:  Majority is 
Household (HH) waste pesticide.

• In 2019, counties collected 22,000 lbs ag 
pesticides (about the same as last year); 
compared to 600,000 lbs of HH pesticides 
which is the highest ever,  showing continued 
rise in volume of HH pesticide.



WP Program 
funding was 

insufficient and in 
2016 program was 

at a crossroad.
Legislature approved 

fee increase 
At this time, 
the program 

is 
adequately 

funded 
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Reasonable Overhead Costs (ROC’s):  .25 per pound

• Payments to County Cooperators Per 
Cooperative Agreement

• Has not changed in eleven (11) years

• MDA requested estimate of WP ROC 
costs from counties and estimates 
were greater than current 
reimbursement
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MDA IS Considering Increasing ROCs to Counties and Cooperative Agreements

• The amount of the increase will likely be modest.

• This is due to MDA’s priority to preserve the fund due to 
past financial deficiencies and yearly increased volumes

• With a change in the ROC, the MDA Cooperative 
Agreements will be revised and possible expiration ends 
dates added to new agreements.

• County Board or its delegate signatures?

• Will likely be valid for 3 to 5 years so ROCs can be 
reevaluated and possibly be adjusted.
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Future Funding Considerations

• Goal is to keep fund viable for now 
and in the future. 

• Waste pesticide volumes will 
increase yearly

• MDA may determine not to charge 
for waste volume over 300 pounds

• Consider regulatory, human health 
issues that may affect pesticide 
disposal volumes (Round up, 
neonicotinoids, Dicamba) 
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Education and Outreach
The Public and Household Hazardous Waste Cooperators

• Agricultural Waste Pesticide Weight Forms –
per Statute, a record must be submitted to 
MDA.  Utube training video:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGr7w4
PXQys

• Waste Pesticide Disposal Brochure (for 
public)

• Do’s and Don’t (for HH employees – what is 
accepted in WP program) 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGr7w4PXQys
http://www.mda.state.mn.us/


Brochure
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Don’t 
Accept 



The Pesticide Rinsate PROBLEM….
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What we know:

• Equipment needs to be clean

• Best to rinse out sprayers/equipment in 
the field

• Use rinsate as make up water 

• Rinsate should be segregated

• Product

• Target crop

• Pest 



Information on the Minnesota Department 
of Agriculture’s Waste Pesticide Collection 

Program

• https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/18B.065

• https://WWW.mda.state.mn.us/wastepesticidecollection



Thank you!

Jane Boerboom

Jane.Boerboom@state.mn.us

651 201-6540
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