


PESTICIDE STEWARDSHIP
2018 is a Pivotal Year



Facts to Keep in Mind

• Anti Pesticide & Anti GMO Movement Has Grown in Illinois

• Most people think all applicators are licensed and trained –
this product is not Restricted Use

• Soybeans are the MOST sensitive species to dicamba



Illinois Pesticide Act

• We Enjoy Pesticide Preemption – It is not a given

• The Applicator is Still 100% Responsible for Off Target Movement

• IDA Can Issue Violations Even if Affected Field Does Not Have 
Yield Loss

• Violations, Even Warning Letters, Stay on Record for 3 Years from 
the Date of Violation.  IDA has issued over 90 warning letters so 
far from 2017 dicamba investigations.  



IFCA’s Pre-Season 
Stewardship Efforts



• Had Meeting with IL Dept of Ag 
in December 2016 to Consider 
RUP designation

• Ran the “Do and Don’t” poster in 
all major ag publications

• Had Detailed Education Sessions 
@ IFCA Winter 2017 Convention:  
Drs. Norsworthy, Bradley, Hager 
& Gary Schmitz (BASF)



We Distributed 500+ Red Flags

• Focused on Organic and non 
GMO Soybean Growers

• Worked through the IFCA 
retailers to get flags to the 
growers; grower groups were 
not interested in the flags

• Prepared postcard with 
instructions for use 



• IDA has 246 formal dicamba 
misuse complaints;

• In a normal year, IDA 
receives 125 complaints 
TOTAL; in 2017 there are 
350+ pesticide complaints

• Retailers faced with handling 
their own issues plus private 
applicator applied issues



2017 Dicamba-related  Complaints

Kevin Bradley, University of Missouri



Dicamba

246 formal 
complaints 
received in 
2017



Pesticide Misuse Complaints
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Enforcement Determination –
Penalty Matrix

Points assessed based on Use and Violation Criteria:

Harm or Loss Incurred – (1 to 6 points)

Signal Word of Product Involved - (1 to 4 points)
 Caution(1), Warning(2), Danger(4)



Enforcement Determination –
Penalty Matrix

Points assessed based on Use and Violation Criteria:
Degree of Responsibility - (2 to 10 points)
 Accidental(2), Negligence(4), Knowingly(10)

Violator’s History for the previous three years - (2 to 7 points)

Violation Type (application vs. product oriented) – (1 to 6 points)



Enforcement Determination –
Penalty Matrix

Penalty based on assessed points:
6 or less - advisory letter
7 to 13 - warning letter
14 to 16 - $750
17 to 19 - $1,000
20 to 21 - $2,500
22 to 25 - $5,000
26 to 29 - $7,500
30 and above - $10,000

Formal Notice of Fine and possible administrative hearing for monetary 
penalties



2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Total Complaints 
Received 93 117 115 92 103 97 94 117 131 131 129 430

# of ag-related 
complaints 60 61 73 66 67 64 64 80 92 105 92 362

# of dicamba-related 
complaints

-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 246

Cases Closed (no 
misuse determined) 49 65 68 57 62 51 52 72 64 47 54 79

Warning Letters 
Issued                 23 42 32 34 36 42 40 35 63 48 61 138

Notice of Fine -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 10

Administrative 
Hearings 9 25 19 8 6 10 4 18 13 12 11 0

$2,500 penalty 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
$1,000 penalty 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 2

$750 penalty 1 4 6 1 2 3 1 8 2 1 4 4
$500 penalty 4 19 12 6 3 4 1 6 8 9 8 4
$250 penalty 0 0 0 0 1 3 2 2 2 3 1 0
$200 penalty 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
$100 penalty 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 

  2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017  
Total Complaints 

Received 93 117 115 92 103 97 94 117 131 131 129 430 

# of ag-related 
complaints 

60 61 73 66 67 64 64 80 92 105 92 362 

# of dicamba-
related 

complaints 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 246 

Cases Closed (no 
misuse 

determined) 
49 65 68 57 62 51 52 72 64 47 54 79 

Warning Letters 
Issued                  23 42 32 34 36 42 40 35 63 48 61 138 

Notice of Fine 
 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 10 

Administrative 
Hearings 9 25 19 8 6 10 4 18 13 12 11 0 

$2,500 penalty 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

$1,000 penalty 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 2 

   $750 penalty 1 4 6 1 2 3 1 8 2 1 4 4 

   $500 penalty 4 19 12 6 3 4 1 6 8 9 8 4 

   $250 penalty 0 0 0 0 1 3 2 2 2 3 1 0 

   $200 penalty 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

   $100 penalty 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 





A Blame Game in the Media……Not Helpful!



• We Worked with University 
of Illinois to Assess # of 
damaged acres (estimate 
600,000 acres impacted)

• Surveyed IFCA Retail 
Members to get their 
Feedback and Suggestions 
(and enabled them to vent)



IFCA Ag Retail Dicamba Survey

• We asked 28 questions of our members about their experience

• We informed Monsanto, BASF, DuPont, IL Dept of Ag and 
USEPA that we were conducting a survey and would share 
results

• We shared our base survey with other State Associations to 
use if they wanted

















Steps Taken Post Survey
• Gleaned Helpful Measures from Survey to Develop Dicamba 

Stewardship Checklist for Growers and Applicators 

• Was the Impetus to Share Recommendations with MON, BASF 
and DuPont in a constructive way

• Work with the Regulatory Agencies, Fellow Ag Groups AND 
most likely, the Illinois Legislature

• Determine the Role of Insurance Carriers in the Big Picture –
they may resolve the issues before any of us do.  



IFCA’s Priority Now – Spray Season 2018:

• Provide Leadership & Transparency on the Issue in Illinois; be 
the “go to” people on this issue.  Some Farmers are as Upset as 
Environmental and Anti Pesticide, Anti GMO Groups

• Work with All Groups to Gain Support for IFCA Stewardship 
Checklist (would like to see it on each bag of traited seed)

• Provide Education & Tank Cleanout, Inversions and Things that 
Retailers Can Improve – Encourage Manufacturers to Work on 
Product Improvement (things beyond the Applicator’s Control)



DICAMBA IN 2018 – Where We Are Today

• States Are Taking Different Approaches

• We Have Implemented the Mandatory Training Requirement in 
Illinois to Provide Training to Commercial & Private Applicators

• The New Label Does Have a Calming Effect on Legislation

• Ag Retailers Concerned About Insurance Deductibles and 
Premiums if they Apply Dicamba – Esp Smaller Retailers



Varied State approaches

Missouri
Requiring an online notice of application form to be completed by 

users daily before each application is made;
Restricting application to between 7:30 am and 5:30 pm; and
Use cut-off date for applications by county —
Southeast MO – June 1st cut-off date
Balance of the state – July 15th cut-off date

Tennessee
Restricting application to between 7:30 am and 5:30 pm; and 
Requiring the use of hooded sprayers from July 15th through 

October 1st



Varied State approaches (con’t)

Indiana
Expanding the list of products classified as RUPs – all products with 

6.5% dicamba or more classified as state RUPs; and
Requiring specialized dicamba training to be delivered only by 

Indiana Extension or state-approved trainers and no reciprocity with 
surrounding states

North Dakota
Use cut-off date of June 30th or first bloom, whichever is first;
No applications allowed if actual field air temperature or UWS 

forecast is >85 degrees F;
Restricting applications to the time period between 1-hr after sunrise 

to 1-hr before sunset;
Application ground speed restricted to 12 mph or less; and
Application nozzle limitation of 80 degrees or less. 



Varied State approaches (con’t)

Minnesota
Use cut-off date of June 20th; and
No applications allowed if the actual field air temperature or the UWS 

forecast is >85 degrees F.

Arkansas
State Plant Board meeting January 3rd to consider additional restrictions 

including banning the use of dicamba-containing products between April 16th

and October 31st.

 Illinois
Following the Federal Label Provisions; 
Dicamba-specific training to be provided by the 3 registrants and/or IDA-

approved trainers; and 
The IDA is currently considering changes to the penalty provisions of the 

Illinois Pesticide Act to reduce the number of penalty points needed to qualify 
for monetary penalties as well as increase those monetary penalty amounts.









The training website launched on 
November 15.

The first class was Nov 27 with 131 
attendees; they receive certificate 
of training.

As of today, over 4,500 have been 
trained (averaging over 75-100 per 
class).  80+ classes scheduled on 
the website.

There is NO COST to attend training 
and no test at the dicamba training.



Managing the Training……….



https://ifca.com/IllinoisDicambaTraining

309.827.2774 or jeanp@ifca.com

mailto:jeanp@ifca.com
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