
Auxin Herbicides:
NC’s Concerns



Official Dicamba-related Injury Investigations as 
Reported by State Departments of Agriculture 
(*as of October 15, 2017) 
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*Total: 2,708
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2 300 to 400 thousand 

acres treated with 
dicamba in NC in 2017
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2017 Case Summary 
Damaged 
Crops

Applicator 
Trained

Buffer 
Zone

Supp./24c In 
Hand

Tobacco - 8 Yes 11 2 5

Soybean - 6 No 4 13 8

Peanut - 1



Impacts of Off-target Deposition

► Reduced yield

► Marketability of tobacco, fruits and vegetables 
(high value crops)

“If we see symptoms, we don’t want it.”
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NC 24(c) Labels for Dicamba Products 2018
▪ Training Requirements 

▪ Prior to applying this product postemergence in-crop on dicamba-tolerant cotton or 
dicamba-tolerant soybeans for the 2018 growing season, all dicamba applicator(s) 
including commercial applicators, private applicators, and non-certified applicators 
working under their direct supervision must complete dicamba or auxin-specific training. 
Training must be completed annually before each growing season. The training: “Auxin 
herbicides – Best Management Practices” must be approved by the North Carolina 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (NCDA&CS). For more information 
on this training, contact the NCDA&CS at 919-733-3556 or your local County Cooperative 
Extension Service office. 

▪ Record Keeping Requirements 

▪ In addition to the record keeping requirements on the label: 

▪ all applicators must complete each record within 72 hours of completing the application 

▪ include the name of each applicator who made the application 

▪ a record must be kept for every individual application.” (each field). As an example, 
applications made to 5 different fields require 5 separate records of application, even if 
those applications are made on the same day. 



NC 24(c) Labels for Dicamba Products 2018 
▪ Sensitive Species 

▪ Failure to follow label requirements could result in severe injury or destruction to 
desirable sensitive broadleaf crops and trees when contacting their roots, stems or foliage. 

▪ Before making an application, the applicator must survey the application site for 
neighboring non-target  susceptible crops; for example, tobacco, tomatoes, grapes, 
watermelon, sweet potato, peanut, pepper, beans, non-dicamba tolerant cotton, and non-
dicamba tolerant soybean. The applicator must also consult applicable sensitive crop 
registries to identify any commercial specialty or certified organic crops that may be 
located near the application site. 

▪ DO NOT apply this product when the wind is blowing toward adjacent dicamba 
susceptible crops, including but not limited to: tobacco, grapes, watermelon, sweet potato, 
peanut, pepper, beans, non-dicamba tolerant cotton, and non-dicamba tolerant soybean, 
commercially grown tomatoes, fruit trees, flowers, ornamentals, peas, potatoes, 
sunflower, EPA crop group 8 (fruiting vegetables such as tomato, pepper, eggplant, 
others) and EPA group 9 (cucurbits vegetables such as cantaloupe, cucumber, squash, 
watermelon, others), and other broadleaf plants, including plants in a greenhouse.



► Federal labels and/or NC SLN labels of auxin-
containing herbicides registered for Enlist and 
Xtend crops specify application during specific wind 
speeds

• Wind should be 3-10 MPH

• Do not spray if wind < 3 MPH or > 10 MPH

• Maximum wind speed should be obvious; stronger winds 

mean more drift; doubling wind speed

doubles to quadruples drift distance

Wind Speed
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8 AM 9 AM 10 AM 11 AM

12 PM 1 PM 2 PM 3 PM

4 PM 5 PM 6 PM 7 PM

July 19, 2016              Rocky Mt., NC
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