
mjt 8/24/2004
UNRESTRICTED - May be 

shared 

American Agronomic 
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PROGRAM UPDATE 



What is the AASA?

 A non profit association that develops stewardship practices 
for the safe handling and storage of bulk, refillables and 
packaged crop protection products.

 Developed and maintains an inspection checklist based on 
federal requirements.

 Hires third party inspectors that use the checklist to conduct 
inspections of ag retail facilities.

 Funded by manufacturers that purchase inspection reports to 
aid in their decision as to where products can be handled and 
stored safely and correctly (no cost to retailer).



AASA Board of Directors

 Started with 6 Manufacturers – Now 5
 5 Distributor & Retailer Reps
 1 State Pesticide Control Official
 1 National Association Representative



Why The Need For An Industry 
Stewardship Program Like AASA?

 Reduce liability from potential spills and leaks by 
ensuring crop protection products are stored safely.

 Provide a single source for industry stewardship 
practices and inspection reports.  

 Reduce the need for multiple company inspections. 

 Source of information for our industry (manufacturers, 
distributors, retailers) on the USEPA Pesticide 
Container & Containment Regulations and other 
industry requirements.



www.aginspect.org

http://www.aginspect.org/


Industry Awareness of the Program



Inspect - 2005, 2008, 2011, 2014, 2017

Inspect - 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015

History of State Inspections

Inspect - 2004, 2007, 2010, 2013, 2016



Inspectors Receive Annual Training



The AASA Inspection Process

 Third party inspector makes an appointment to visit a facility-
inspections conducted from June through September.

 Inspector inspects facility (we encourage facility personnel to 
participate).

 Copy of completed inspection checklist available upon request 
on day of inspection.

 AASA will mail a copy of the completed inspection report (as it 
appears in the database) to each facility.

 Facility reviews the report and sends any corrections to the 
AASA.



Key Advantages

 A single checklist so facility managers have a 
clearer idea of industry expectations.

 Reduce duplicative inspections. 
 The inspection is at no cost to the retailer

– manufacturers pay for each report. 
 A copy of its inspection report is mailed to each 

retailer.
 Individual facility inspection data is confidential.



Last Inspection Cycle – All States:  2015, 2016, 2017

 Year                             2015 2016 2017 Total           

 # Sites                          1605          1692          1338          4,635

 # Tanks                        9924          10803         8072         28,799

 # Containments            2158          2290          1858          6,306

 # Bulk & PRCs             1475           1599          1189         4,263



Containment: Pad Construction



Containment: Dikes/Units 
Capacity, Location, Construction



Containment: Storing Filled PRCs



Inspection Summary: Containment

Compliance %

Tank secondary containment with 100% (indoor) or 
110% (outdoor-uncovered) capacity

90%

Tanks containment area is indoors or outdoors and 
covered

83%

Bulk containment is rigid material (i.e. concrete, steel, 
reinforced sealed block) & is liquid-tight

97%

Containment drains, valves, & cracks are 
permanently sealed.

79%

Dispensing & transfers occur are on rigid, liquid-tight 
containment.

93%

Filled PRCs are stored in or within containment 85%



Labeling



Inspection Summary:  Bulk Labeling

% Compliance

The tank is labeled with the net contents 81%

The correct EPA Est. No. is affixed to the tank 82%

The tank is labeled which includes a  product 
booklet

90%



Tanks:  Valves



Security



Containment Pad Capacity



Inspection Summary-
Valves, Security, Capacity

% Compliance

Tank inlet/outlet valve is lockable stainless steel 97%

Tanks are inside a lockable fence or in a secured 
building.

88%

Containment for bulk product transfers meets 
minimum capacity requirements.

90%



PRC: Bulk Transfers, Pad 
Construction & Maintenance



PRCs: Intact One-Way Valve & or 
Tamper-Evident Device



Inspection Summary-
Portable Refillable Containers (PRCs)

% Compliance

Bulk product dispensing & transfers to PRCs 
occur on or within properly maintained, liquid-tight 
rigid containment.

96%

PRCs have an intact one-way valve and/or 
tamper-evident device on all non-vent openings.

99%

All PRCs are regularly inspected and meet 
applicable EPA/DOT packaging and/or leak 
proofness testing requirements

98%

Written procedure in place to ensure PRCs are 
cleaned per manufacturer’s instructions prior to 
changing product or formulation

96%

.



Inspection Summary- Sampling of
Encouraging Elements

% Compliance

Repackaging Agreements for bulk products are current & on 
file

99%

Safety Data Sheets (SDS) are available to employees 99%

Personal protective equipment (PPE)is available to 
employees

99%

Containment for PRC product transfers meets minimum 
capacity requirement.

94%

Written security plan is on file. 96%





2017
AASA Postcard Survey—Return Rate 31%

Did the inspector make an appointment?—92% Yes

Was the inspector courteous and professional?—100% Yes

How long did the inspection take?

<30 min.— 9%  30-59 min.—50%   ≥60 min.—41% 

Did the inspector provide feedback? Y—91%  N—2%  N/A— 7%

Did the inspector inform you that you will receive a copy of the 
inspection?  Yes—99%

Has the AASA Inspection Program been helpful? Yes – 98%



COMMENTS
•  70 Cards referenced inspectors has nice, courteous, friendly,      
informative, and professional.

•  We do our best to be compliant already.  I never know what 
papers are required to keep on file.

•  Not sure when they left, after they came in and talked to me for 
10 minutes they did their stuff and I didn’t see them again.

•  Appointment would have been nice.

• Provided useful info. Courteous with criticism. All pro.

•  We thought this was great & might even help us with insurance.

•  Didn’t put stickers on 2 tanks in fert. Barn – Roundup & Aventine

•  Guy was knowledgeable but just needs to do his job, instead of 
talking about it.



2017 QUALITY ASSURANCE 
INSPECTION PROGRAM

 43 RETAIL FACILITIES IN SIX STATES WERE 
SELECTED AT RANDOM.   

 POST OFFICE LOST 7 INSPECTION REPORTS!

 253 TANKS, 62 CONTAINMENT UNITS(DIKES) & 49 
CONTAINMENT PADS WERE CHECKED 

 ALL INSPECTION COMPANIES WERE CHECKED



2017 QUALITY ASSURANCE 
INSPECTION PROGRAM 

STATE SITES TANKS DIKE PAD
INDIANA                     8                 60         11           9
KANSAS                   10                36          16          10   
MICHIGAN                  5                 37           5            5
OHIO                           5                 30           8            8
OKLAHOMA               5                 20           8            5
TEXAS                       10                70         14          12
TOTAL                       43               253         62          50



2017 QUALITY ASSURANCE INSPECTION 
PROGRAM: INSPECTOR PERFORMANCE

 WORK ON:

- EPA LABELING REQ. ( EPA EST.NO./NET CONTENT)

- CHECKING LINES TO THE POINT OF DELIVERY TO BE
SURE THEY ARE LABELED

- IDENTIFYING DEDICATED vs. COMMON MANIFOLD 
DELIVERY SYSTEMS

- MEASURING CONTAINMENTS – USE INSIDE  
DIMENSIONS



To get copies of AASA Summaries

 Contact AASA in writing (www.aginspect.org)

 We will provide national summary of your 
state only

 Summaries only—no identifiable sites



AASA Special Emphasis in 2017

Bulk Repackaging Compliance:

Repack Agreements are in place and current;

Cleanout Procedures are documented & followed;

Tanks are Labeled with Current Labels & Net Contents



In 2017, AASA Assisted with a 
SEP on Repackaging Compliance



Two Page Guide on Key Elements 
of the Repackaging Requirements



January 25 Webinar



For Additional Information

 Visit www.aginspect.org for:

– Contact Information 
– Inspection Checklist
– FAQ
– Inspector Credentials and Photographs

http://www.aginspect.org/
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