
1

Industry Guidelines for EPA 
Container Rule Implementation

• Acceptable Containers
• Cleaning Instructions
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 Registrant Description of Acceptable Containers 
 Registrant must develop a description of acceptable refillable 
containers (portable and stationary containers) that can be 
used for distributing or selling bulk products.  

 Registrant must identify the containers by specifying: 
1. materials of construction that are compatible with the pesticide 

formulation; and 

2. information necessary to confirm compliance with the adopted 
DOT standards, serial number or other identifying code mark 
requirement, one-way valve /tamper-evident requirement of a 
portable pesticide container.

Industry Guidelines for EPA Container Rule Implementation
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Each registrant  provides 
stationary bulk tank 
requirements for their products 
through a bulk manual or 
guide.
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Registrant Description of Acceptable Containers 

 CLA Stewardship Committee and EPA have 
developed an “Industry Guideline” for 
acceptable Portable Refillable Containers.
ØProvide refillers with a way to easily determine 

what container can be used with a particular 
product.

ØProvide registrants an easy way to communicate 
what is acceptable.
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CLA/EPA Industry Guideline for Acceptable Containers
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CLA/EPA Industry Guideline for Acceptable Containers
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 Registrant Description of Acceptable Containers 
 Use of the CLA/EPA Industry Guideline for Acceptable 
Containers is voluntary for registrants.

 The level of control for each product may be different based on 
market / stewardship needs.
• Certain products may require dedicated mini-bulks

• Some Products will require special fittings (Micromatic or 
Parker-Hannifin valves)

CLA/EPA Industry Guideline for Acceptable Containers
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CLA/EPA Industry Guideline for Acceptable Containers

 Product A
 Containers in compliance with CLA/EPA Types 1,2,3,4,5, and 6 are 
acceptable for Product A

 Product B
 Containers in compliance with CLA/EPA Types 2, and 4 that are 
new or that have previously held a high application rate corn 
herbicide are acceptable for Product B

 Product C
 Containers in compliance with CLA/EPA Type 4 which include a 
Micromatic valve and a Taylor-Cain  recirculation valve.  

 Only refill containers that are new or that have previously held 
Product C.
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 Cleaning
 Registrants must develop a residue removal procedure that describes how to 
remove pesticide residue from refillable containers before refilling.

 The procedure must be adequate to ensure that the composition of the 
pesticide product does not differ from its Confidential Statement of Formula.  

 The procedure must describe how to manage any rinsate resulting from the 
procedure if: 

 (1)  The procedure requires the use of a solvent other than the diluent used
            for applying the pesticide, or 
 (2)  there is no diluent used for application.

Registrant Refilling Residue Removal Procedure
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Registrant Refilling Residue Removal Procedure

 CLA Stewardship Committee and EPA have 
developed an “industry Guideline” for 
acceptable cleaning instructions.
Ø Provide refillers with a way to efficiently clean containers.

Ø Provide an easy way for registrants to communicate what 
is an acceptable cleaning procedure.

Ø The cleaning procedures will require modification for 
particular products.



12

Registrant Refilling Residue Removal Procedure

 Information to assist refillers
Ø Guidelines for determining if a container requires 

cleaning,
Ø Cleaning by applicators,
Ø EHS review,
Ø Container inspection,
Ø Soaps and cleaners,
Ø Quality standards,
Ø Cleaning instructions
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Registrant Refilling Residue Removal Procedure



14

Registrant Refilling Residue Removal Procedure
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Registrant Refilling Residue Removal Procedure
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Registrant Refilling Residue Removal Procedure
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Registrant Refilling Residue Removal Procedure
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Cleaning before Recycling/Disposal
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