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• Determine the future role of ACRC 
in the recycling of minibulks that 
will not comply with new 
regulations for refillable containers 
included in the Container & 
Containment Rule

Pilot Program 
Objective



The Target



• ACRC 
• Agri-business Association of Iowa 

(AAI) staff and membership

• Ken Root- Root Communications

• CSN, LLC

• ACRC member companies

Participants



1. Develop implementation plan

A. Funding

B. Promotion

C. Collection/recycling

2. Promote and solicit participants

3. Schedule & perform container inspection

4. Schedule & conduct container collection

5. Process containers; i.e. cut up; grind; wash, etc

6. Market recovered plastic to acceptable end uses

Action Step 
Summary



Pilot Program Process Flow

Retailer 
Pays

$15/ IBC 
Tagged

CSN 
Inspects

Not in Program
CSN Returns $15 
Fee on Rejects 

if Rejecton < 10%

CSN Sorts

ACRC Member 
IBCs

Non Member 
IBCs

Destroyed

CSN Bills 
Member

Does Member  Have 
Separate Agreement 

with CSN?

CSN Inspects per 
Member  Criteria

Dispositon Method per 
Separate Agreement.   

CSN Bills Member

DIRTY

CLEAN

NO

YES

PASS

FAIL

START
AAI Sends 

Solicitaton

Collecton Locatons 
Ident fed by  CSN/AAI

Proposed Iowa Mini-Bulk 
Recycling Plan

Proposed Iowa Mini-Bulk 
Recycling Plan

CSN Sends 
Service Fees 
Collected to 

ACRC
Destroyed

ACRC Pays











CSN INSPECTION CERTIFICATE FOR MINI-
BULK/SHUTTLE RECYCLING 

  
COLLECTION ENTITY/SITE INFORMATION: 
Collection Entity (Name): _____________________________________________ 
 
Description or Address: _______________________________________________  
 
County: _________________Town/City: __________________ State: _________ 
 
Phone: ___________________ Site Contact: ______________________________ 
 
I, ____________________________, representative of the Collection Entity/Site listed above hereby 
certify that CSN visited the Collection Entity/Site and collected mini-bulk/shuttle(s) on the Date shown 
below. 
 
Signature:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
CONTAINER INSPECTION: 
Approximate weight of mini-bulk/shuttles inspected: _________________ lbs. 
Number of mini-bulks/shuttles collected: _________________  
Date mini-bulk/shuttle(s) inspected and collected: _____________________, 2011 
  
INSPECTION CERTIFICATION: 
I hereby certify that the containers at the Collection Entity/Site identified above were inspected on the date 
listed above. Based on a visual examination, the collected mini-bulks/shuttles were judged to have been 
triple-rinsed or pressure rinsed per ANSI/ASABE S596 FEB2006 protocol. All mini-bulk/shuttle(s) have to 
be cut up into pieces no larger than 24” wide and are free of metal, gaskets, and any other foreign material. 
The blow molded HDPE will be recycled at ACRC approved end use mfg and the roto-molded HDPE will 
be used in the mfg of septic tanks. 
Please Note: 
- The base to asset tanks should be left in tact and not cut into pieces. 
- Storage tanks that have not been approved by USDOT for transportation are NOT included in this 
program. The majority of these tanks include “cross-link” and cannot be recycled. 
- The cut up Mini-Bulk/IBCs can be placed in a cut open IBC (top removed) or stacked and banded on a 
pallet. 
- If mini-bulk/shuttles(s) received by CSN Service Center do not meet agreed CSN specifications, 
Collection Entity/Site agrees to take back said mini-bulk/shuttle(s) and pay all return freight charges. 
  
Signed: ___________________________________ 
 
Print Name: _______________________________  
  
 

QUANTITY CHEM MFG CHEMICAL UN 
SHIPPING # 

UNIT TYPE 
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Participating Site



Inspection



Inspection Certification



IBC Recycling



• 18 ag retailers participated

• 1517 containers offered for recycling

• Only 5 rejected as not clean

• 1370 asset tanks (91%); 132 composite 
IBCs (9%)

• 1115 ACRC member containers (74%); 397 
“orphans” (26%)

Pilot Project Results



• Include both the state agribusiness association 
and regulatory agency

• Target local ag retailer managers; not owners
• Many local personnel not fully aware of new 

regulations
• $15 fee is not a deterrent

• Getting tanks ready for recycling is not a priority 
for owners; sales and customer service come first! 

• Be clear that only clean containers will be 
accepted

• Inspecting containers at the source has many 
benefits

What We Learned



• There are legitimate recycling alternatives
• Registrants

• Composite IBC manufacturers 
• Recycling service vendors

• There are illegitimate alternatives
• Reusing tanks for other products; e.g. used oil
• Selling/giving tanks away for reconditioning

• Selling tanks to local scrap dealers; mixed with 
other plastics

• Landfilling

What We Learned (cont’d)



• Timing is everything!
• Allow at least two months for targeted 

participants to sign up and find time to make 
preparation a priority; set & keep deadlines

• There is adequate infrastructure in the “free 
market” to meet mini-bulk recycling needs

• The role of ACRC should be to work with 
CropLife America and USEPA in the development 
and dissemination of educational materials 
relating to the new refillable container regulations 
contained in the USEPA Container and 
Containment Rule 

What We Learned (cont’d)
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