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City of Nixa ends medication drop-off program
Man unknowingly drops off dangerous chemical; two workers fall ill

Frances Watson, Weekend Anchor/Reporter, fwatson@kspr.com

Lance Green, Photographer, lgreen@kspr.com
POSTED: 10:15 PM CST Feb 05, 2016

NIXA, Mo. -
Last week, the Nixa Police Department was on lock down after a dangerous chemical found its way into the lobby. Friday, the department is making some changes so it won't happen again.
"The sodium cyanide that was brought to our department was in actual bottles, and it appeared to be a powder", confirms Officer Brent Forgey.
A man dropped off a few bottles of the chemical last Friday. He thought it was a good way to dispose of it. He put it in the medication drop box located in the department's lobby.
"We were actually very lucky that it, I guess, that it got jammed because then we were aware of what was in there. If me or someone else would have emptied that or taken it for incineration 
somewhere that would have been really, really bad. So we're glad that we were able to discover it, contain it," says Forgey.
The man who dropped it off found it in a shed on his property.
Forgey says, "I was told it was put into drills with seed, to help germinate the seed once it was drilled into the ground. There's probably more of it around than people realize."
So what should you do if you run across it?
"If you're afraid you're going to get too close, to identify what it is, then let someone else, that is trained, and may have the proper gear, so no one will get hurt," explains Forgey.
Officials say your first call should be to the fire department.
"I want to stress, especially from what happened last Friday, is know exactly what you have. Actually take the time to look at that stuff, make sure it's not hazardous to you or your family, 
especially kids. Just learn about some safe disposal techniques," says Forgey.
Nixa's walk-in, medication drop box program is officially done.
Forgey explains, "We realized we didn't have enough staff to make it completely safe if an incident like this were to happen again. Taking precautions now will help you better prepare for an 
incident in the future and that's what we looked at here."
Nixa will continue to participate in the drug take back programs sponsored by the DEA, held twice a year, usually in spring and fall.
Officials say this incident will cost the city tens-of-thousands of dollars.
The only other drop box is at the Republic Police Department. Police chief Michael Lawton tells us their drug take back program will continue for now.
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Other Topics
• Hurricane Floyd and Flooding – 1999

– Over 20 K Pounds Collected from 10 Eastern NC 
Counties over a 6-month period following the 
Hurricane

– Joint effort with the NC Dept of Natural Resources
– Still receiving Flood damaged material





2,4-Dinitrophenol
• CAS # 25550-58-7
• Properties: 

– yellow crystals, slightly soluble in water, maintain 
wet

• Uses: 
– lumber preservation, dyes, insecticide, picric acid

• Hazard: 
– severe explosion hazard when dry
– absorbed thru skin 
– dust inhalation may be fatal



State Contracting - Admin
RFP - Request For Proposals

• Used primarily for ‘contractural services’ – definition!
(duties and goals, with 2-step process = EVALUATIONS)

• Determine if you CAN use an RFP!
(some states must request “Delegation Authority”)

To convince P&C to allow for RFP

 Find other RFP contracts in your state, if any! 
 Find other RFPs out of state, if available.
 Make a friend, or 3 in DOA or P&C already!
 Explain Jeopardy to them – with examples!



CONTACT INFO

• J. Derrick Bell, LG, CHMM
• Pesticide Disposal Assistance Program
• NCDA&CS – SPC&P Division
• Phone: 919-733-3556 / 919-280-1061 cell
• Email: Derrick.Bell@ncagr.gov
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