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CHEMSWEEP Overview

Began in six counties in 1993
Expanded from farmers-only to include 

commercial applicators and businesses
Extended to homeowners through DEP 

HHW collection program
Operates site-to-site collections; No 

central collection events on the Ag side
CHEMSWEEP operates under Universal 

Waste regs



Products Accepted

Pesticides that meet the definition of 
“universal waste”

Labpack quantities of Dioxin precursors 
(2.5 gal. or less)
• Silvex
• 2,4,5-T
• Pentachlorophenol

Pressurized cylinders such as methyl 
bromide will be assessed on a case-by-
case basis



Products Not Accepted

Oxidizers such as pool chemicals
• Sodium/Calcium hypochlorite
• Bromine

Non-pesticides
• Paint
• Solvents

Fertilizers/ Micro-nutrients



Contract

PDA issues a Request For Proposal for 
farm-to-farm collections

Request single price-per-pound to 
include everything from scheduling 
through proper disposal & documentation

Pressurized cylinders are a separate line 
item on the PO (oxidizers may follow suit on next 
contract)

PDA contractor assumes generator status 
at time of collection



Scope of Program

PDA selects up to 21 counties each year



Inventories & Verification

On Dec. 1, mailers sent to all private 
applicators, application businesses and 
pesticide dealers
• Cover letter
• FAQ
• Inventory form (Region specific)



Inventories & Verification

Field inspectors receive completed 
inventories by March 31 due date

Physically verify each inventory within a 
few weeks
• Site access
• Are containers leaking?
• Is cleanup required?
• Take photos of anything pertinent
• Sample unknowns over 50# or 5 gal. (testing 

done by PDA lab)



Inventories & Verification



Inventories & Verification

Verified inventories & photos sent to 
program manager

 Inventories are tracked on a spreadsheet
• Name
• Site Number
• Estimated weight

 Inventories are organized by PDA Region 
then forwarded to contractor for 
scheduling



Scheduling

Contractor creates draft route with 
proposed collection dates

Field inspectors review/change route 
according to site access, weight limits, 
low bridges, etc.

Schedule finalized



Scheduling

Contractor sends note card reminders to 
participants 2 weeks prior to collection

 Inspectors lead                                
contractor to                                               
each collection                                             
site



Collections

Weight ticket 
generated for each 
location with copy 
to contractor, 
participant, PDA

Under “Universal 
Waste”, Contractor 
operates from a bill 
of lading from stop-
to-stop until the 
collection run is 
complete

Weights do not 
include packing 
materials



Collection 
Manifest
Entire collection 

run manifested 
from the local 
PDA Regional 
office (7 Regions)



Waste Management & Tracking

After collection, PDA receives:
• Participant weight tickets
• Collection manifest

When waste is managed (ultimate 
disposal), PDA receives:
• Disposal manifest
• Certificate of Destruction/Disposal from 

incinerator, landfill, etc.
• Invoice 



Disposal 
Manifest

Disposal 
manifest lists 
collection 
manifest 
numbers for 
cross-reference



Certificate 
of Disposal
Disposal 

manifest  
number 
referenced on 
CD



Waste Management & Tracking

When all tracking paperwork is received, 
invoices are matched to weight tickets 
(not the collection manifests)

PDA submits invoice for payment
All inventories, weight tickets, manifests, 

CD’s and invoices are tracked by PDA



CHEMSWEEP Funding

Restricte

d Fund
•Pesticide 

product 

registration 

fees
•Business 

license fees
•Applicator 

license fees
•Enforcemen

t actions



1.9 Million Pounds Collected
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